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Question 1

The worst-case running time of all three of these algorithms is ©(n), because the size of the set dealt with
decreases by 1 with each recursive call, and all three algorithms end when the set dealt with becomes empty.

Insert

insert (a, S)
if S is empty then return a.()
else if a < first(S) then return a.S
else if a > first(S) then return first(S).insert(a, rest(S))
else return S

Delete

delete (a, S)
if S is empty then return ()
else if a < first(S) then return S
else if a > first(S) then return first(S).delete(a, rest(S))
else return rest(S)

Member

member (a, S)
if S is empty then return false
else if a < first(S) then return false
else if a > first(S) then return member(a, rest(S))
else return true

Question 2

Union

union(S1, S2)
if S2 is empty then return Si
else if S1 is empty then return S2
else if first(S1) < first(S2) then return first(S1).union(rest(S1), S2)
else if first(S1) > first(S2) then return first(S2).union(S1, rest(S2))
else return first(S1).union(rest(S1), rest(S2))

In this algorithm, the size of at least one of the sets dealt with decreases by one with each recursive call,
and recursive calls end when either set size becomes 0. Thus, the running time is no more than n+m < 2n,



where n is the size of the larger set and m is the size of the smaller set. 2n € ©(n), so the worst-case running
time is O(n).

Intersection

intersection (S1, S2)
if S2 is empty then return ()
else if S1 is empty then return ()
else if first(S1) < first(S2) then return intersection(rest(S1), S2)
else if first(S1) > first(S2) then return intersection(S1, rest(S2))
else return first(S1).intersection(rest(S1), rest(S2))

The running time of this algorithm is ©(n), for the same reason that the running time of union is ©(n).

Question 3

1. (a) 2" € 0 (3™)
Show: de,nogVn > ng, 2™ < 3™
Pick: c=1,n9=1

2 < 3
logi g2 < log3
nlogip2 < nlogy,3 (valid for n #0 < 1)
logi102" < logio3"”
2" < 3"

(b) 3" ¢ O (2")
Show: V¢, ngdn > ng, 3" > 2™

O N logyg ¢
If ¢ > 1, pick: n > Togg 3-log.s 2

logy, ¢
n (logyp3 —logyp2) > logyyc
nlogs3 —nlog 2 > logyyc
log;03" > logygc+logio2™
logi3" > logoc2"
3 > 2"
Otherwise, pick: n =1
3
; > ¢ (Because ¢ < 1)
3 > 2
3 > 2" (Because n = 1)

2. log, n € O (log, n)
First, we note that log, n is a multiple of log, n for any integers a and b (see Figure 1 for proof). Thus,
we say log, n = clog, n. So, we must prove that Jc;,ca,noVn > ng, c1 log, n < clog, n < calogy n. So
we choose ¢; = ¢3 = ¢ and the proof is trivial.



Figure 1: log, n is a multiple of log, n

Let  and n be numbers such that log, n is valid.

log,n = log,n
logwalogan — logzblogbn
log,nlog,a = log,nlog,b
log, b
log,n = log:alogbn
3. nleO(n™)
Show: 3¢, ngVn > ng,n! < n”
Choose: c=1,n9 =1
?
n!l < n"
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We notice that 7 = 1 and, in all other terms from the last line, the numerator is less than n, so the
term is less than 1. Thus 2 is 1 multiplied by a series of fractions less than 1, so it must be less than

nn

one, so the inequality must hold, so it must be true that

nl € O (n").
4. n" € O (n))?
Show: ¢, noVn > ng,n™ < (n!)’
Choose: c=1,n9 =1
n" < (n)?
n" ?
wy =
n" ?
<
n-n-1)---2-1)-1-2---(n—=1)-n) — 1
n-n-n---n-n ; 1
1n):(2-n=1)-B3-(n=2,)) - ((n=1)2)-(n-1) —
n n n n n 7 1
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We see that, in general, each term of the product represented by the last line above is m, where

i is some integer between 0 and n. We observe that, as in the previous problem, if each term in the
product is less than or equal to 1, then so will be the product itself.

n

?
— < 1
iln—i+1) —



n ; iln—i+1)

n ; in—i2+i
P2 —i ; in—n
ii—1) < n(i—1)

If i = 1, then the last line above becomes 0 < 0, which is true. Otherwise:

i(i-1) 2 n(i-1
i—1 = -1
?

This is obviously true for every term of the aforementioned product, because 0 < ¢ < n. Thus, all the
above inequalities are true, and
n" €0 (n!)*.
Question 4

If there is a problem with the diskette, see http://www.cs.mcgill.ca/~chundt/comp250.



